
How to Recognize Fake News







What is Fake News?



Fake News is NOT:

● News you disagree with

● A story that paints a person you admire in a negative light

● A problem for only one side of the political spectrum



What is Fake News?

Fake News - news, stories, or hoaxes created to deliberately misinform or deceive readers. Often, 

these stories are created to push a political agenda, influence people’s views, or cause confusion among 

readers.

“The public is becoming heartily sick of fake news and fake extras. Some of the newspapers in this town 

have printed so many lying dispatches that people are beginning to mistrust any statement they make.”



“Yellow Journalism”

According to Public Radio International’s description, yellow journalism is:

● Any journalism that treated news in an unprofessional or unethical manner.

● Created a sensation that would prompt people to buy copies of the paper.

● Sought out crime, scandal and salacious detail.

● Left out facts that got in the way of a gripping story.



Sources of News

● Radio

● Newspapers

● Television

● Word of Mouth

● The Internet

● Social Media



Misinformation, Disinformation, or Malinformation?



Types of Fake News

● Misinformation

● Disinformation

● False Headlines

● Social Media Sharing

● Satire



Exercise Skepticism

Take in any new information with a bit of doubt, whether that information is coming from the news or 

social media or from a friend.

Expect the source to show their work. How did they come to this conclusion? What sources are they 

basing this on? How does it compare with other outlets?

Ask Questions. 



Consider the Source

● Click away from the story to investigate the site, its mission and its contact info.

● Look for signs that the website isn’t a legitimate news organization.
○ URLs ending in “.com.co”
○ Check the About Us section for more insight into the publisher, leadership, and mission statement

● Think about how you found the article
○ If the content was in your social media feed or was promoted on a clickbait website, proceed with caution -- 

even if it was shared by a friend.



Consider the Source

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ABCnewscomco.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a6/ABC_News_solid_black_logo.svg/220px-ABC_News_solid_black_logo.svg.png



Editorials, Opinions… Are They News?

There are several different types of opinion content 
that newspapers publish under their opinion section. 

These pieces can cover a wide range of viewpoints.

An Op-Ed is an opinionated piece submitted to the 
newspaper to be publish. 

An Editorial is a piece that presents the viewpoint of 
the newspaper’s editorial board.

A Column is an article that often contains opinions. 
Columnists are often some of the most well-known 
names at a news organization. Columns can be personal 
stories or calls to action. Smaller newspapers often 
publish syndicated columns by national authors.



Read Beyond the Headlines

● Headlines, even from legitimate sources, can be outrageous in an effort to get clicks. They rarely 

contain all the important information.

● Look for textual clues -- are there any splling erors? Lots of ALL CAPS, or dramatic 

punctuation??!!?!???!? If so, this article is fake. Reputable sources have high proofreading and 

grammatical standards.

● Social media posts that are designed to go viral often start something like, “I’m going to lose friends 

for this, but…”



Read Beyond the Headlines

An example from February of a misleading headline 
https://pasoroblespress.com/news/clickbait-headli
ne-preys-on-coronavirus-fears/ 

https://pasoroblespress.com/news/clickbait-headline-preys-on-coronavirus-fears/
https://pasoroblespress.com/news/clickbait-headline-preys-on-coronavirus-fears/


Read Beyond the Headlines

The World Health Organization website has a page dedicated to Covid-19 Mythbusting, from 5G mobile 

networks to whether shoes can spread the virus

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters


Check the Author

Do a quick search on the author. Are they credible? Are they real?

○ Has the author published anything else? Be suspicious if the byline, which names the author, is a celebrity 
writing for a little-known site, or if the author’s contact information is a gmail address. Is there a byline at all?

○ If they have published something else, or claim to have won awards (one author’s bio on “abcnews.com.co” 
claimed, falsely, that they were a “doctor” with “fourteen Peabody awards and a handful of Pulitzer prizes”), 
check to see if they are legitimate.



Supporting Sources?

● Who is (or is not) quoted, and what do they say?

● Is this information paid for or sponsored by a company, politician, or other potentially biased 

source?

● Is this information available on other sites?

● What is the evidence and how is it presented?
○ Are the numbers presented in context?



Can I trust an Anonymous source?

News organizations tend to only use anonymous sources when they can’t find other sources to provide 

the same information on the record. In these cases, the information provided is proven to be extremely 

important and can’t be obtained any other way.

While anonymous to the public, these sources are known to the reporters and have demonstrated their 

credibility. 



Check the Date

When a big news story breaks, people look to share any information that seems relevant, and old news 

stories can often find their way into the mix.

Just because an old article has been reposted, doesn’t mean it is relevant to current events. Old articles 

can be distorted to twist the meaning, or make misleading claims to try and relate it to current events. 

Old stories can also be taken out of context.

Especially during a pandemic, news changes rapidly -- what was correct even a week ago might not be 

accurate information now.



A Note about Breaking News

In extreme breaking news cases like a mass shooting, information is coming in quickly and not all of it may be 

accurate. News organizations try to verify as much as they can, but facts may change as the story develops.

https://www.npr.org/2018/02/27/589279395/miami-herald-journalist-explains-how-a-hoax-tweet-affected-her-reporting-on-shoo


Is it a Joke?

Popular websites like The Onion and the Babylon Bee 

create satire pieces meant to look like real news articles. 

If it sounds too crazy to be true… it often isn’t.

Satire articles are typically clearly labeled, but not 

everyone knows, or cares, to check.



Check Your Biases

Confirmation bias is a term from psychology that 

attempts to explain how people make decisions and 

interpret new information.

Everyone has opinions. 

Even the information itself can be biased.



Check Your Biases

AllSides has a page dedicated to 

Coronavirus coverage. 

As with their main homepage, 

they breakdown the 

pandemic-related news by left, 

right, and center coverage.



Ask an Expert

Ask a librarian (information is what we do!), or consult a fact-checking site.

● Snopes.com

● FactCheck.org

● PolitiFact.com

● AllSides.com 

● Not Real News (apnews.com/hub/not-real-news)



Using a Fact Checking Site

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/jul/0

1/facebook-posts/photo-shows-st-louis-protesters

-pointing-microphon/ 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/jul/01/facebook-posts/photo-shows-st-louis-protesters-pointing-microphon/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/jul/01/facebook-posts/photo-shows-st-louis-protesters-pointing-microphon/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/jul/01/facebook-posts/photo-shows-st-louis-protesters-pointing-microphon/


How to Talk to Friends and Family... 

… Who share misinformation

● Try to verify that the information is false or misleading before you engage
● To comment or not to comment?
● Consider the perspective of the person who shared the story
● Avoid escalation
● Be a resource for others

https://pen.org/how-to-talk-to-friends-and-family-who-share-misinformation/ 

https://pen.org/how-to-talk-to-friends-and-family-who-share-misinformation/


Any Questions?



Check Your Biases



Put Your Skills to the Test



Put Your Skills to the Test





“A 2018 Pew Research Center survey indicates that Americans tend to label statements they agree with as factual 

and those they disagree with as opinion. A 2019 study by Ohio State University psychologists suggests that people 

do draw a distinction between dishonest and biased sources. The researchers found that even accurate news, when 

reported by a source considered biased, tends to lose its credibility.”

George M. Eberhart, “Media Literacy in an Age of Fake News”

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2019/11/01/media-literacy-in-an-age-of-fake-news/

https://www.journalism.org/2018/06/18/distinguishing-between-factual-and-opinion-statements-in-the-news/

https://news.osu.edu/is-that-news-really-fake-or-is-it-just-biased/

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2019/11/01/media-literacy-in-an-age-of-fake-news/
https://www.journalism.org/2018/06/18/distinguishing-between-factual-and-opinion-statements-in-the-news/
https://news.osu.edu/is-that-news-really-fake-or-is-it-just-biased/

