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Size 

4 boxes 

Scope 

The collection includes minutes, financial records, scholarship, and event materials related to 

the Alumnae Association, photos of buildings and students of the Springfield Hospital and 

Training School, class and other photos, graduation programs, newspaper clippings from the 

Memorial Hospital School of Nursing. Patches and books related to the US Nurse Cadets. The 

collection also includes photos and newspaper clippings from Springfield, Jacksonville, and 

Carlinville related to the Illinois Nurses Association. 

Background 

Memorial's school of nursing began as part of Springfield Hospital and Training School, founded 

in 1897 under the auspices of the Lutheran Church. In 1943, the training school's name changed 

to Memorial Hospital of Springfield School of Nursing. It offered a three-year diploma program. 

After completing the training, graduates who passed the state board examination won the right 

to use RN (registered nurse) after their names. In 1951, Melba Irwin Tinsley and Delores Carter 

Irwin (now sisters-in-law) were the first two African-American students admitted to the school. 

In 1962, men were admitted. From 1897-1975, 1,552 graduates trained at Memorial Hospital 

School of Nursing. The alumni association was established in 1911 and dissolved in 2000. The 

association's work with Memorial Medical Center Foundation continued to provide scholarships 

in nursing through the Alpha Lee Loan Fund. 

Provenance 

Gift # 2000-68 

Conservation 

Photocopied newspaper articles on acid-free paper 

 



Contact Us 

Sangamon Valley Collection 
Lincoln Library, the public library of Springfield, IL 
Springfield, IL 62701 
217-753-4900 
lincolnlibrary.info 
 

Contents 

1. History, Nursing and the Memorial School 
2. Alpha Lee Loan Fund 
3. Alpha Lee Loan Fund 
4. Membership cards, Memorial Hospital Alumni Association 
5. Meeting Minutes, Alumni Association 1960-1971 
6. Meeting Minutes, Alumni Association 1986-1999 
7. Financial Records, Alumni Association, 1998 
8. Financial Records, Alumni Association 1999  
9. Programs, Alumnae Annual Homecoming Meeting  
10. 1999 Homecoming 
11. Slides-Alumnae Program 
12. Listing of Graduates 
13. Class Pictures 1899 (Box 2) 
14. Class Pictures 1900-1908, not all years 
15. Class Pictures 1915-1918 
16. Class Pictures 1920-1922 
17. Class Pictures 1923 
18. Class Pictures 1924 
19. Class Pictures 1925 
20. Class Pictures 1926-1928 
21. Class Pictures 1930s 
22. Class Pictures 1940s 
23. Class Pictures 1950s 
24. Class Pictures 1960s 
25. Class Pictures 1970s 
26. Class Pictures-Copy negatives 1920s-1970s 
27. Newsletter, Memorial Hospital students 1943 
28. Photos-Memorial Buildings 
29. Photos-people 
30. Photos-Illinois Nurses Association 
31. Patches, US Cadet Nurse Corps 
32. Class and other photos 1899-1919  
33. Class and other photos 1920-1939 
34. Newspaper clippings 1940-1943 



35. Photos and programs Nursing Class of 1946  
36. Photos and programs Nursing Class of 1946 (Box 3) 
37. Reunion photos and programs Nursing Class of 1946 
38. Class and other photos and programs 1940-1946 
39. Class and other photos, programs and newspaper clippings 1947-1949 
40. Class and other photos, programs and newspaper clippings 1950-1951 
41. Class and other photos, programs and newspaper clippings 1952-1954  
42. Class and other photos, programs and newspaper clippings 1955-1957 
43. Class and other photos, programs and newspaper clippings 1958-1965 
44. Class and other photos, programs and newspaper clippings 1966-1987 
45. Illinois Nurses’ Week 1963 (box 4) 
46. Memorial Publications 
47. 40th Anniversary book, Class of 1958 
48. Newspaper clippings Springfield, Jacksonville, Carlinville, Decatur 
49. Newspaper clippings 
50. Newspaper clippings 
51. Newspaper clippings 
52. Newspaper clippings 
53. Book, Nurse Please! Highlights in the training of Susie 1944 (2 copies) 
54. Book, Grindin’ Em Thru 1945 
55. Financial ledger, Alumnae Association 
56. Financial ledger, Alumnae Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




