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Background 
Grocer Jacob Bunn Sr. (1814-97) and his younger brother John Whitfield Bunn (1831-1920) 

were the first Bunns to arrive in Springfield. A native of New Jersey, Jacob Bunn established the 

grocery firm of McConnell Bunn & Co. in Springfield in 1840. He soon bought out his partner, 

and the company became J. & J.W. Bunn Grocery Co. after John W. Bunn joined his brother in 

Springfield in 1847.   

The Bunns’ enterprises, together or singly, eventually included banking, insurance, intercity and 

intracity railroads, newspapers and such industries as the Illinois Watch Co. and the Springfield 

Iron Co., Marine Bank, Sangamo Electric, and Bunn-O-Matic. They also were involved in a 

variety of civic causes, for example-helping to found the Home for the Friendless (now the 

Family Service Center), helping Lincoln Library, Sangamon State University, SIU School of 

Medicine, and advocating for historic preservation.  

Jacob’s children were Mary, Sarah, Alice, Jacob Jr., George W Sr., Henry, and William F. 

John Whitfield Bunn didn’t have any children 

Scope  
This collection includes biographical information, photos, correspondence of Bunn family 

members as well as information about the houses they lived in and businesses they owned- 

Bunn Capitol and Marine Bank.  

SVC digitized the photos and they are located on the SVC server in the Manuscripts folder 

Provenance  
Gift from Paul Schanbacher, 2002. The collection is research materials used for Jacob Bunn and 

His Descendants by Edward Russo, published privately, 1986. 

Contact Us  
Sangamon Valley Collection 
Lincoln Library, the public library of Springfield, IL 
326 S. 7th St. 
Springfield, IL 62704 
217-753-4900 
 



Contents 
Box 1 1-54 

Box 2 55-72 

1. Photos, Bunn Family  

2. Photos, Ada Richardson Bunn 

3. Photos, Elizabeth Ferguson Bunn 

4. Photos, George W. Bunn Jr. 

5. Photos, George W. Bunn Jr. 

6. Photos, George W. Bunn Jr. 

7. Photos, George W. Bunn Sr. 

8. Photos, Jacob Bunn Jr. 

9. Photos, Jacob Bunn Sr. 

10. Photos, John W. Bunn 

11. Photos, Willard Bunn Sr. 

12. Photos, Ruth Regan Bunn 

13. Photos, Sally Bunn Schanbacher 

14. Photos, Sarah Irwin Bunn 

15. Photos, Melinda Jones 

16. Photos, Houses 

17. Photos, Parties 

18. Photos, Bunn Family 

19. Photos, Bunn Family 

20. Photos, Bunn Family 

21. Photos, Bunn Family 

22. Photos, Bunn Family 

23. Photos, Bunn Family 

24. Photos, Jones Family 

25. Photos, Alice Bunn 

26. Springfield Background 1850s 

27. Jacob Bunn (1814-1897) Biographical Information 

28. Willard Bunn (1888-1959) Biographical Information 

29. George W Bunn III Biographical Information 

30. George Wallace Bunn Sr. (1861-1938) Biographical Information 

31. Jacob Bunn IV Biographical Information 

32. John Michael Bunn Biographical Information 

33. Linda Bunn Biographical Information 

34. George W. Bunn Jr. (1890-1973) Biographical Information 

35. Melinda Jones (1897-1990) Biographical Information 

36. Henry Bunn (1916-1942) Biographical Information 



37. Jacob Bunn Jr (III) (1914-1977) Biographical Information 

38. Mildred Bunn (1924-2003) Biographical Information 

39. Carolyn Bunn Biographical Information (folder empty) 

40. Elizabeth Bunn (1917-2007) Biographical Information 

41. George Regan Bunn (1915-2002) Biographical Information 

42. Ruth Margaret Bunn (1925-1992) Biographical Information 

43. Mary Bunn (1854-1855) Biographical Information 

44. Sarah I “Sallie” Bunn (1856-1892) Biographical Information 

45. William Ferguson Bunn (1852-1925) Biographical Information 

46. Jacob Bunn Jr (II) (1864-1926) Biographical Information 

47. Henry Bunn (1858-1934) Biographical Information 

48. Alice Bunn (1867-1953) Biographical Information 

49. Ben F Ferguson Biographical Information 

50. Bunn House 435 S 6th 

51. Bunn Capitol Co. 

52. Willard Bunn Jr (II) “Bunch” (1913-2002) Biographical Information 

53. Sally Bunn (1925-2002) Biographical Information 

54. Bunn family genealogy 

55. John Whitfield Bunn (1831-1920) Biographical Information 

56. Drawings by George W Bunn Jr. 

57. Publications, The Hobby Horse Press-George W. Bunn Jr. 

58. Correspondence, George W. Bunn Jr. 

59. Correspondence, George W. Bunn Jr. to his children Sally and George 

60. Sheet music and program, “Main Street” book and lyrics by GW Bunn Jr 

61. Sheet music, “In the Lonely Midnight” 

62. Marine bank money bag and newspaper article 

63. Family History, Rourke Family 

64. Papers, Jacob Bunn Jr. 

65. Correspondence, Sally Bunn  

66. Correspondence, Sally Bunn Schanbacher and the Colonial Dames of America 

67. Correspondence, Sally Bunn Schanbacher RE: Bunn Family history 

68. “Observations on a Trip to the Soviet Union” by Willard Bunn III 

69. Book, The Marked New Testament Inscribed “To George W. Bunn Jr From [H]is SS 

teacher RW Diller Dec 25 1900” 

70. Diary, inscribed “Geo [W] Bunn’s Diary for 1902” 

71. Book, The Birthday Party, inscribed “Awarded to Miss Sallie F. Bunn for having attained 

the first grade in Reading & Spelling, SB Thompson, Central Seminary Springfield June 

17, 1864” 

72. Diary, 1903 

 

 




